3i6	THE TYPE-PROBLEM IN POET11Y
The "coming forth" signifies a becoming aware of
the unconscious contents, and of unconscious energy in
the form of an idea born of the soul. This is an act of
conscious discrimination from the unconscious dynamis,
a severance of the ego as subject, from God (i.e. the
unconscious dynamis] as object. In this way God " be-
cometh". When, through the "breaking-through", *>,
through a " cutting off" of the ego from the world, and
through'an identification of the ego with the motivating
dynamis of the unconscious, this severance is once more
resolved, God disappears as object and becomes the
subject which is no longer distinguished from the ego, i.e.
the ego as a relatively late product of differentiation,
becomes once more united with the mystic, dynamic,
universal participation ("participation mystique" of the
primitives). This is the immersion in the "flood and
source". The numerous analogies with the ideas of the
East are at once evident. Writers more competent than
myself have already fully elaborated them. But in the
absence of direct influence this parallelism proves that
Eckehart thinks from the depth of the collective psyche
which is common to East and West. This common basis,
for which no common historical background can be made
answerable, is the primordial foundation of primitive
mentality, with its primitive energic notion of God, in
which the impelling dynamis has not yet crystallized
into the abstract idea of God.
This harking-back to primeval nature, this religiously
organized regression to psychic conditions of early times,
is common to all religions which are in the deepest sense
living; commencing with the identification backward of
the totem ceremonies of the Australian negro1, continuing
down to the ecstasies of the Christian mystics of our
own age and civilization. This retrogressive process re-
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